144        Some Neglected Aspects of War
" I trust that his Majesty's Government will avail themselves of this unique opportunity. [How familiar is the phrase! ] I urge it not upon any ground of sentiment or humanity (indeed, no operation of war inflicts less suffering than the capture of unarmed vessels at sea), but upon the ground that on the balance of argument, coolly weighed, the interests of Great Britain will gain much from a change long and eagerly desired by the great majority of other Powers."
So, then, it is for military reasons that we are to consent to have the teeth pulled upon which we have relied for so many generations, and to " abandon in great measure," as Captain Mahan has put our case, " the control of the sea, so far as useful to war." Let us, then, frankly examine these military reasons which the Lord Chancellor sets forth for they are not at once convincing. Indeed, it is obvious that the Lord Chancellor has not brought to bear upon the subject the profound study of war with which his great predecessor, Lord Hardwicke, enlightened our councils during the Seven Years' War. We might even beg seriously that before he gives the weight of his high reputation and exalted office any further to